
Police said yesterday the death of two 23-day-old Oak¬ 
land twins may have been caused by exposure after being 
left in a cold room in only their diapers. 


Police could not be reached late last night to confirm a 
television report that the babies’ mother had been arrested. 

Antoine and Andrea Yearby, a boy and a girl born on 
Dec. 19, were both pronounced dead about 8:30 a.m. after 
they were rushed by ambulance to Highland Hospital, ac¬ 
cording to a coronor’s spokesman. 

There were no obvious signs of foul play and tests are 
being conducted to determine how they died, police said. 





Stewed mother 
fatally smothers 
twins, police say 


By Harry Harris 

Tribune staff writer 

An Oakland woman already 
on probation for child abuse was 
charged with two counts of mur¬ 
der yesterday for allegedly suf¬ 
focating her 23-day-old twins so 
her ’life would be easier.*' police 
said. 

Investigators said the suspect. 
Traci Foskett, 22. initially 
claimed the children died from 
exposure from sleeping in an un¬ 
heated room. 

But she confessed Sunday 
when confronted with inconsis¬ 
tencies in her story that had 
been established through autop¬ 
sies on the children. Sgt. Bill 
Wallace said. 

She will be arraigned today on 
two counts of special circum¬ 
stance murder in Oakland Mu¬ 
nicipal Court. If convicted she 
could face the death penalty. 

The infants. Andrea and An¬ 
toine Year by. were not breath¬ 
ing when they were discovered 


their father. He had gone into the 

bedroom of the home in the 1500 
block of 19th Avenue to kiss 
them goodbye before going to 
work. 

Wallace did not identify the 
father, saying police are satis¬ 
fied he had nothing to do with the 
deaths. 

Police said the house has elec¬ 
tricity but apparently no central 
heating. Wallace said there was 
an electric heater in the bed¬ 
room where everyone slept. 

Wanted good night’s sleep 

Wallace said sometime late 
Friday or early Saturday Fos¬ 
kett put the twins in another bed¬ 
room because one of them was 
crying and “she wanted a good 
night s sleep.” 

She then returned to the bed¬ 
room where she was sleeping 
with the infants’ father and the 
couple's 16-month-old daughter. 

Sometime later, Foskett al¬ 
legedly went to the room where 
the twins were sleeping, pulled 
the blankets up over their heads 
and suffocated them. Wallace 
said. 

Wallace said Foskett alleged¬ 
ly admitted suffocating the in¬ 
fants because since she had them 
last month they constantly cried. 
Her life had become more 
stressful and complicated and 
she was tired of being tied down, 
she told police. 



Traci Foskett 
pleaded no 
contest and 
was found 
guilty last 
August of 
breaking the 
leg of her 
then-9-month- 
old daughter 
in late 19X9. 

“At some point she decided 
(her) life would be easier with¬ 
out them." Wallace said. 

Wallace said Foskett told po¬ 
lice her 16-month-old daughter 
didn’t cause her as many prob¬ 
lems and if she just had one child 
to care for she could “get up and 
go" more. 

Investigators said three of 
F'oskett’s five children are now 
dead A fourth was taken from 
her for child abuse. Her remain¬ 
ing child, the 16-month-old. is 
now in a relative's care. 

Last January. Foskett's 4 
,ni thp t at 

the 16-month-old. died in Sacra 
mento, reportedly of Sudden In¬ 
fant Death Syndrome. 

That case^may be reviewed by 
authorities because of the latest 
deaths, police said. 

Ironically, Foskett was sched¬ 
uled to begin violence counseling 
sessions in two weeks because of 
the child abuse conviction, ac 
cording to Oakland Municipal 
Court records 

According to the records, Fos¬ 
kett pleaded no contest and was 
found guilty last August of 
breaking the leg of her then-9 
month-old daughter in late 1989 
That child was subsequently 
taken away from FosKett who as 
a condition of her probation was 
ordered not to “threaten, annoy 
or molest” the girl, as well as get 
the violence counseling, accord 
ing to the records. 

A relative of Foskett's. who 
did not want his name used, said 
the family believes Foskett’s 
personality was permanently al¬ 
tered when she sustained brain 
damage after being hit by a bus 
more than 15 years ago. 

Authorities said Foskett ap¬ 
peared to be dead at the scene 
but was revived by a police of¬ 
ficer who gave her mouth-to- 
mouth resuscitation. 

The relative said Foskett’s 
family “does love her and does 
care for her and will give her all 
the support we can. We re also 
hoping she can get some help." 
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mother charged with 
23-day-old twins was ar- 
rday, while Sacramento 
they plan further inves- 
death of another child 


S n Foskett 

No plea to murder counts 
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By Harry Ham 
Tribune staff writ* 

An Oakla| 
suffocating h 
raigned yes'^j 
authorities s 
tigation into 
last year 

A 4-monlh-old daughter of Traci 
Foskett died in Sacramento last Janu¬ 
ary 19 and lift cause of death has been 
listed as Sudden Infant Death Syn¬ 
drome. 

Sacramento County deputy coroner 
James Miles said yesterday that “We 
did everything we could at the time of 
the infant’s death. If she confesses to 
smothering ve il go back to the autop¬ 
sy. I 

“There was no significant trauma to 
the child,” ; lies said. “We listed death 



as SIDS anr 


that’s how it’s going to 


stay.” 

Sacramento police Sgt. J^ 
said police never had a case 
Foskett. 

“We never opened the case&ecause 
it was listed as SIDS. SIDS ex 
from being investigated as a h 
Unless something out of the 
happens and the coroner contac 
won't do anything.” 

Foskett allegedly has conf 
suffocating newborn twins An 
Antoine Yearby with a blankt 
time Saturday morning in their 
enue home. She reportedly to 
she thought her “life would be 
without them. 

Homicide investigators Fos¬ 
kett, who was already on prob ion af 
ter being convicted last June c break¬ 
ing the leg of another daughte n late 
1989, did tell them about the ■ath of 


; Dean 
gainst 


npts it 
micide. 
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th Av- 
police 
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the 4-month-old. 

The 4-month-old child also was a 
twin and investigators said Foskett in¬ 
sisted she did not harm the child and 
that the death was from SIDS 

That baby’s sister was in the house 
Saturday but has since been placed in 
protective custody. The daughter whose 
leg Foskett broke in 1989 is being cared 
for by Foskett’s mother 

Under the terms of Foskett s three- 
year probation for the child abuse con¬ 
viction, she was ordered to get violence 
counseling and not threaten, annoy or 
molest” the girl, who is now almost 3. 

Foskett s mother and other relatives 
were at her arraignment yesterday/ 

In a very brief court appearance 

See PROhE^Page A-5 

Twins prime abuse targets, See A-5 
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custody, said Sacramento Coun¬ 
ty Coroner Jim Moore. 

“We have to be sensitive to 
SIDS families because they’re 
going through an enormous trau¬ 
ma,” Moore said. “But we also 
have to prevent possible homi 
cides from being reported as 
SIDS.” 

An Alameda County Coroner’s 
representative said yesterday 


rib deaths 

•that for the last 10 years parents 
of SIDS victims have been rou¬ 
tinely investigated by county au- 
, thorities. 

The Sacramento County Child 
Death Review Committee today 
will review the autopsy report of 
the child who died last year for 
suspicious signs that it may have 
missed during the original in¬ 
spection. 
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smothered the boy and girl so 
that her life would be easier. 

Sudden Infant Death Syn¬ 
drome or SIDS is a mysterious 
ailment that strikes newborns 
wherein the child will suddenly 
and inexplicably stop breathing, 
making it impossible to differen¬ 
tiate the cause of death from 
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But when she did not appear in 
court in May, a $3,000 bench 
warrant was issued by Judge 
Martin Jenkins for her arrest. 

When she did not appear in 
June, the warrant was officially 
issued. 

Authorities said they believe 
Foskett fled to Sacramento 
where she began receiving wel¬ 
fare payments. 

Had Sacramento authorities 
checked, they would have dis¬ 
covered Foskett was charged 
with breaking the leg of another 
daughter in 1989. 

A report of Foskett’s arrest 
for child abuse would have been 
sent to the state Department of 
Justice iDOJ) which keeps a 
Computerized record of people 
arrested for such offenses. 

The Automated Child Abuse 
System keeps records supplied 
by police, sheriff’s departments 
and county social service agen¬ 
cies and other child protective 
agencies. 

Information includes reports 
of sexual, physical and mental 
or emotional abuse and severe 
neglect and is mailed to the Sac¬ 
ramento office. 

There are more than 526,000 
names of suspects stored in ih€ 
computer, said Randy Poole, a 
DOJ supervisor. 

Known aliases of the suspects 
would also be part of the files, he : 
said. 

Poole said “an individual does' 
not have to be arrested to have a 
child abuse report generated.” 
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